Some aspects of protein folding.
The mechanisms by which a polypeptide chain reaches the three dimensional structure which generates its functional properties are not yet totally understood. The great amount of data now available in the field of protein structure and the data already obtained on protein folding by in vitro experiments allow some schematic representation as, at least, a working hypothesis. In this respect the emphasis is put on the hierarchy in protein structure and the possibility of a folding by stages, some elements or "building blocks" being able to reach independently a native structure and to refine this structure by interacting with each other in the whole molecule.